
 

The HUB 
Heard. Understood. Believed In.  

 
 

HUB Happenings 
A newsletter for our Families & Friends 

 

Celebrating our Third Year  
 

August 
Faculty in-service, parent meetings, Fall Parent Social…a typical early August as we prepared to open our doors 
for the 2017-18 fall semester. Our third year of serving our Student Members began quite normally on August 
23rd, but was quickly disrupted by a massive storm, Hurricane Harvey. Our entire area was severely affected by 
the hurricane and several of our family’s homes were flooded. Fortunately, there was no loss of life. Recovery 
and rebuilding was to follow.  But we needed to get our Student Members back to some sort of normalcy. As 
a result, we opened a satellite in Sugar Land, HUB Harvey, to accommodate families living in that vicinity and 
unable to reach The HUB through normal routes. This amazing gesture was the act of Susan, David & Seth 
Pittman, one of our generous families. We were able to accommodate 8 Students at HUB Harvey and the 
remaining Student population at our Galway Lane campus.  

                                              

                                                                      
                     HUB Harvey 
▓▓▓▓▓▓▓▓▓▓▓▓▓▓▓▓▓▓▓▓▓                                          
  
We also acquired a van for our transportation needs, thanks to the amazing efforts of our friend, advocate and 
much loved parent, Rick Levinton. We are thrilled he was able to find an 8 passenger van for us – at an 
unbelievable price – and started a GoFundMe page to help The HUB purchase it!  

                

     

 

  

The HUB Houston  
    Back in Action! 
 



    
                  HUB Graduate, Maya H., doing her part!  
 
Club HUB Members took time in early August to attend a Dynamo game, hone their arcade skills at JoyStix, 
plan and prepare community meals, and have highly competitive Dungeons & Dragons gaming nights! 

                                         
                                                  Dynamo Fans  
 

September 

 
Our Hubsters came back together on Galway Lane, Tuesday, September 5th. The storm had passed, but the 
recovery was just beginning. As expected, our community rallied and started a Harvey Relief Fund. Through 
this generous and loving effort, $20,418.17 was raised to help our families impacted by Harvey.  Our generous 
donors included a group of Key Club members in Ohio who made Texas-themed bracelets as a fundraiser; a 
group from NY who reciprocated the help we gave when they suffered damage from Hurricane Sandy; and a 
young lady who donated her lemonade stand money to the efforts. It was indeed a community effort and the 
families were so grateful for the assistance in their time of need.   

 

We are Houston Strong. We are HUB strong! 
 

And, in-between our closing and 
reopening, Gulf Coast Regional Blood 
Center held a blood drive at The HUB. 
We had a great turnout for the 
impromptu drive, with 22 individuals 
donating much needed blood after the 
hurricane. 

 



We received our third year of funding this month from the generous and distinguished Ellwood Foundation. 
The foundation has been a staunch supporter of mental health and wellness for many years in our community. 
The HUB is blessed to have their continued support for our general operating expenses, and for our Career 
Center and Culinary Programs, specifically. Our Sensitivity Training continued in September with the Houston 
Youth Symphony instructors working with 4th and 5th graders in the CODA program. The end of September 
was time to celebrate our 2018 Senior Class with a Ring Ceremony. We are honored to have 7 Student Members 
graduating this year!  
 
Club HUB Members were nonstop in their sports mania with a late September baseball game – just as the 
Astros were securing their place in the Postseason. Their outing on September 23rd was for Club HUB Members 
and their immediate families. Everyone had a wonderful time seeing our Astros win!  

        

 
 

October 
October is Disabilities Awareness Month and a fitting time to hold our Inaugural Employability Resource Fair. 
We opened The HUB to 14 organizations who had material for the neurodiverse community to discover 
valuable resources available in the area. The event was free to everyone due to the generosity of our substantial 
supporters, Autism Speaks and Ellwood Foundation. We had over 40 individuals attend the fair. The City 
of Houston recognized our efforts on behalf of the neurodiverse community and our Employability Program 
by declaring October 21, 2017 as The HUB Houston Day. A proclamation was presented to Coach Russo 
that day.   

    
                                                        Ms. Adrienne, Employability Specialist              

   Generous sponsor, Autism Speaks.  

 



 
Our Choices Seminars began this month after a delayed start in September due to Harvey. These monthly 
seminars, offered to Student Members, our families, and SSC (Special Schools Coalition) member schools, 
cover current and timely topics pertinent to our population. Choices is generously underwritten by advocate 
and friend of The HUB, Marlene Marker. Our High School and Post Graduate Members trekked to Camp for 
All to enjoy 2 nights and three days of fun in the great outdoors! These overnight trips help our Student 
Members regulate, share community, develop relationships, and have fun as young people in a safe 
environment.  

 
 
And of course, October could not pass without our Annual Halloween Dance & Party! Open to our Hubsters 
and their friends, we had over 60 individuals come in costume - some scary, some clever, but all cute!  

 

          

November     
As November came quickly, it came with spirit and enthusiasm for our Houston Astros and their race to the 
World Championship!  Our Hubsters are tremendous fans and the distraction of something good in our city 
was welcome after all the issues with Harvey.  
 
                                                   2017 Astros’ World Championship Trophy 

 

A very clever disguise for one of our 

Hubsters! 



Our partnership with The Buckingham Retirement Community continued with a Mentorship program between 
their Residents and our HUB Members. We are blessed to have these incredible individuals lend their time, 
energy and lifetime experiences to help our Members better connect, gain insight into different career paths, 
and make new friends!   

           
 Our Hubsters and Mentors from Buckingham.                      Ambassador, Seth P., with Mentors.  
 
The month also offered the opportunity for The HUB to attend several Resource Fairs. These events are 
excellent venues for us to promote our programs and learn new and valuable information we can share with 
our community. Also during October, Mr. Ken’s culinary class held their own Food Fair, and Mrs. Krause’s 
Social Studies class traveled to Liendo Plantation to witness a Civil War Reenactment.  

                                           

 
              Dynamic Dynamo Duo!      

And, last but not least, we held our annual Thanksgiving Feast on Friday before our Thanksgiving break. 
     

                                              
        

                               
 
 

We participated in a citywide Houston 
Dynamo Day in honor of our soccer 
team advancing to the quarterfinals. 



 
Club HUB’s activities for the month included a day trip to the Texas Renaissance Festival. 

  

 
 

 

 

December 
Our semester ended on a warm note with our Student Members preparing for the Season with a Secret Santa 
drawing, decorating our campus, making items to sell at our Annual Holiday Bazaar and Sing-Along, and 
attending a Holiday party at the home of classmate, Seth P.  

 

The HUBCAPS & Carolers 

Additionally, our Student Members led another blood drive during the month and will be eligible to receive 

prizes as they continue to hold blood drives throughout the year. 

                             

Club HUB Members took in “A Christmas Carol” at the Alley and held their annual Holiday Party at the 

beautiful home of Club Member, Maya H.  

 

Hubster, Kelli L., participating in the 

Student led Blood Drive. 



Student Member Life 

 
HUB Entrepreneurs Increase Presence in the Community 

Even Hurricane Harvey could not keep our Hubsters from producing and selling their craft items, specialty 
foods, and spa products at 5 fall bazaars! This is an increase of two over last year. In mid-September, HUB 
members participated in the John Knox Presbyterian Church Fall Bazaar, and added a new festival, Art is an 
Outdoor Market, in late September. October festivals included Clay Road Baptist Church and a first time 
participation in Westview School’s Annual Trunk or Treat event. And December was the best of all, The HUB’s 
Annual Holiday Bazaar and Sing-along! The HUBCAPS performed several songs and then led the audience in 
caroling.  
 
Our HUB Entrepreneurs had record sales this year, with all of the proceeds going directly to the individuals 
who produced and sold their items. Checks were distributed every two weeks following each of the festivals. 
Members are continuing to explore and fine tune their production, marketing, and business skills. We are so 
proud of the talent and innovativeness of our HUB Entrepreneurs. 

 
John Knox Presbyterian Church Bazaar 

 
2017 Annual HUB Holiday Bazaar 

 

             
Production class hard at work throughout the semester.  


